
 OT 02 SUN A 23 – Lamb of God, Use of Power 
 How do you use your power? 
 Every one of us has some form of power. 
 Some people have the power to start a war. 
 Others can cheer people up with a smile and encouraging words. 
 The internet has released a new form of power. 
 Some people use it to spread senseless conspiracy theories, 
 organize an insurrection, or bully classmates. 
 Some people use their power to start global movements for good. 

 . 

 A teenager with Asperger syndrome named Greta Thunberg is a 
 social activist who started an environmental movement in Sweden 
 called “Fridays for Future.” 
 It started small, but soon her action inspired hundreds of 
 thousands of students worldwide to participate in their own 
 Fridays for Future to demand that politicians take climate change 
 seriously. 
 At the UN in 2019, she said: 
 “You have stolen my dreams and my childhood with your empty 
 words…We are at the beginning of mass extinction, and all you 
 can talk about is money, and fairy tales of eternal economic 
 growth. How dare you!” 



 That month, millions of protesters marched in climate strikes in 
 more than 163 countries. 
 She’s now referred to as “the Greta effect.” 
 [Screenshot:  Message Series Logo} 
 We are currently in a message series called “Made for More.” 
 As we said last week, God has created us for a specific purpose. 
 Today I want to focus on how we use our power to fulfill our 
 purpose as disciples. 
 When we embrace our purpose, we serve others. 
 Some people are in what we call “helping professions,” but we 
 could all think of ourselves as helping others somehow. 
 Let’s look at how John the Baptist used his power to help others 
 and fulfill his purpose. 
 Transfer of Power 
 John the Baptist is preaching a message of repentance and 
 baptism for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Thousands have come to him as he is baptizing along the Jordan 
 River. 
 With a following of that size, John is a powerful man. 
 He has tremendous power to influence people’s beliefs and 
 behavior. 
 One day, John speaks about the Messiah, for whom he has been 
 sent to prepare. 
 Our theme verse: John witnesses to his own disciples, saying of 
 Jesus, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 
 The result is that the disciples of John stop following John and 
 start following Jesus. 
 John fades from the picture in this Gospel, having accomplished 
 his witnessing task. 
 John effects a transfer of power for the good of others. 



 John suffers as a result – he loses his head to Herod. 
 Meaning of the Lamb of God 
 What does it mean when John indicates that Jesus is the Lamb of 
 God? 
 We repeat that phrase in every celebration of the Mass and may 
 not think much about it. 
 I think the symbol of the lamb is crucial because it speaks 
 volumes about power, purpose, and service. 
 The phrase “Lamb of God” means many things. 
 I will focus on two – suffering servant and victory. 
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 When John calls Jesus the “Lamb of God,” it refers to the first 
 reading we heard today from the prophet Isaiah, 
 A section of the book of Isaiah is called the suffering servant. 
 The lamb is a symbol of Jesus since lambs were commonly used 
 by the Jews for sacrifices to obtain forgiveness for sin. 
 Sin enflames suffering, and through a ritual at the temple, the 
 lamb suffered in place of the sinner. 
 That’s the service the lamb provides. 
 The people offering the lamb also suffered the loss of a valuable 
 animal. 
 Jesus fulfills this meaning through his sacrifice on the cross to 
 absorb the suffering of our sins. 



 In the greatest act of love the world will ever witness, God sent 
 His only Son to be sacrificed for all of us. 

 The Conquering Champion of God 

 Screenshot 

 Now let’s look at the lamb as the conquering champion of God. 
 This image of the lamb is quite different from the gentle lamb who 
 surrendered as a suffering servant. 
 This image represents the underdog who conquers a mighty 
 enemy. 
 Both the Hebrew and New Testaments refer to the gentle yet 
 powerful lamb. 
 Jesus is the victorious lamb because he did not remain in the 
 tomb. 
 The resurrection of Jesus is the victory of the gentle lamb over all 
 the mighty evil forces in the world. 
 Both images of the Lamb of God represent two essential 
 elements of Jesus’ ministry. 
 To understand Jesus, we must understand both the suffering 
 servant and the conquering champion of God. 
 His service as the suffering servant on the cross would be 
 meaningless if he were not raised from the dead. 



 We do not fully understand ourselves unless we see the suffering 
 servant and the conquering champion within us. 

 MLK as an Example 
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 This weekend, our nation celebrates the life and legacy of Rev. 
 Dr. MLK, Jr. 
 As a disciple of Jesus, Dr. King exemplifies both images of the 
 Lamb of God. 
 He was most obviously a suffering servant. 
 It was inevitable that he would get killed, and he knew it. 
 He was a prophet who spoke the truth. 
 The truth made many people uncomfortable. 
 He continued to serve the cause of freedom and equality for 
 blacks regardless of the cost. 
 But not just for blacks but for all Americans. 
 Equity is good for everybody. 
 Just like John the Baptist, Dr. King paid with his life. 
 Yet his cause, words, and legacy continue to speak for racial 
 equity. 
 That is how MLK is the suffering servant AND the conquering 
 champion. 
 They could kill his body, but his power continues through his 
 legacy. 

 Us 
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 The Lamb of God speaks about us as disciples. 
 The Gospel referred to the followers of John who became 
 followers of Jesus in a humble transfer of power. 
 We make decisions every day about how we use our power. 
 We can use our power for our exclusive benefit or to serve others. 
 When I commit to serving others, I know who I am. 
 Most of you know exactly what I am talking about because you’re 
 doing it all the time. 
 The sacrifices we make for the benefit of others; that’s what I’m 
 talking about. 
 When we commit to serving others, we discover and fulfill our 
 purpose in life. 
 A Tool for Reflection 
 You or I may have a clear sense of purpose; other times, our 
 purpose might seem hazy. 
 That’s why it’s beneficial to reflect on it periodically. 
 Not to throw us into self-doubt. 
 Instead, we reflect on purpose to strengthen our resolve. 
 As a parish community, we are reflecting on our purpose in this 
 message series. 
 Last week, Fr. Mike mentioned that each week of this series, 
 there will be a weekly guide to help us discover the specific 
 purpose in life that God gave us before we were born. 
 Please continue using the daily reflections in the guide and keep 
 notes about what you discover. 
 This week's guide is available at the church entrances, or you can 
 sign up to have it sent daily by text or email. 



 And to look ahead, at the end of the month, we will go through a 
 prayer experience where God will help us name our specific 
 purpose. 
 While you can do that prayer exercise on your own, we will also 
 offer it in church and over zoom. 
 All the details can be found in the bulletin. 
 Closure 
 This week, we talked about three people whose service helps us 
 understand their specific purpose - John the baptist, MLK, and 
 Greta. 
 They each discovered their purpose when they used their power 
 for the benefit of others. 
 It’s interesting to note that in the Gospel, John saw the Spirit 
 descend on Jesus. 
 Jesus was consecrated by the Spirit to fulfill his mission to be the 
 suffering servant and the conquering Lamb of God. 
 At baptism, you were consecrated in the same Spirit. 
 Every time we celebrate the Eucharist as we are now, we renew 
 our consecration as the Lamb of God. 
 We renew our commitment to serving others even when we 
 sacrifice ourselves. 
 Every time we celebrate Mass and pray, “Lamb of God, you take 
 away the sins of the world…”, remember your purpose. 


